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At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords

Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 29 July 2014 at 7.00 pm there were present:

Councillors
     Mr N Penny (Deputy Mayor)

Mr 
S Cox 

Mr
C Elsmore

Mrs E Elsmore 

Mr 
G Prosser
Mrs J Morgan 
Mr 
I Baird
Miss   C Morgan
Mr
D Atherley

Mr 
R Drury
Mrs N Holloway
Also present were Mr Walt Williams, County & District Cllr Paul McMahon & a member 
of the Press.
Public Forum
Mr Walt Williams asked why the Gladman presentation to the 15 July 14 Planning Committee was to be taken “in committee”.  He felt the Council could be viewed as being biased and that it would not be in the public interest to hold a private meeting.  The Clerk explained that it was due to a request by Gladmans who would not attend a public meeting, however Gladmans failed to attend. It had been decided that no future meeting would be arranged. The Clerk also pointed out that all minutes were in the public domain and should an application be received for this development this meeting would be held in public. Cllr Drury asked if a policy could be made by the council re “in committee meetings”. The Clerk explained whilst created in conjunction with Councillors the setting of the agenda was her preserve and for her to make a decision in the best interests of the Council. .

Cllr Baird expressed his unhappiness that the press had not reported on the WW1 exhibition which highlighted the fantastic work of the local schools.  He felt this was a missed opportunity.  
The Public Forum closed at 7.09
60. Apologies were noted by Cllrs Kay and Merrikin
61. Declaration of Interest

Cllr N Penny declared a pecuniary interest in item 67 and Councillor Atherley declared a personal interest in item 71.
62. To allow dispensation requests 

The dispensation requests are record on the committees’ minutes
63. To approve the minutes of 24 June 2014
The minutes of the meeting held on 24 June were noted and it was proposed that they be approved. 
Proposed: Cllr G Prosser 

Seconded: Cllr J Morgan
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.

64. To raise matters arising from the meeting of 24 June 2014
Cllr C Elsmore felt that the figure quoted in item 55 of the percentage of car parking taken at source was incorrect.  Cllr McMahon said that he had been told this, but accepted that it could be nearer 45%. Cllr Baird stated that he didn’t say that car parks was the most commonly brought up subject in the NDP, but one of them.

65. To hear the report from the police.

The police did not attend no report was sent.
66. To note reports from District & County Cllrs (for information only) 
Cllr Paul McMahon reported that the Wilderness Centre had been bought by a private outdoor education company and that the Wilderness Group may engage with them in the future.
GCC Highways have 5000 sandbags ready filled and free of charge available to the public at the Cannop Depot. The Clerk asked if used for flood prevention, who would be responsible for the disposal. Cllr McMahon said he would find out. 
The World War 1 Concert on the 4 August promises to be a really special evening and Cllr McMahon asked if we could bring it to everyone’s attention. Cllr McMahon said what a wonderful WW1 Exhibition and everyone involved is to highly commend. 
67. To agree payments (see attached)

It was proposed that the payments be made. 

Proposed: Cllr N Holloway
Seconded:
Cllr D Atherley

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
68. To agree petty cash payments (see attached)
It was proposed that the payments be agreed. 

Proposed: Cllr N Holloway
Seconded:
Cllr D Atherley

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
69. To note the cash book and reconciliation report (see attached)
The cash book and reconciliation report was noted. 

70. To note the monthly budget figures (see attached) 
The monthly budget figures were noted. 

71. To agree the response to the consultation for the Dioceses of Gloucester 

Cllr Atherley reported that it was with much sadness that the decision to close St John’s Church had been taken however the diocese had no alternative. It was proposed that the Council write to the diocese supporting the decision but stressing its desire that further talks are undertaken with FoDDC to enable a new church to be built on the Lawnstone House site. 
Proposed: Cllr Atherley

Seconded:
Cllr I Baird 
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously. 

72. To agree to the recommendations of Events & Marketing Committee

Item 7: The Clerk reported she contacted Usk Town Council to obtain information re their guide.  It was produced by themselves and was rather time consuming.  The Clerk said she would contact Heritage Guide and see if they were able to produce a similar product. Cllr Drury asked if postcards could be done and incorporated in a competition with the local paper. Cllr E Elsmore said that the town was in need of a tourist centre and Cllr Drury said that maps in and around the town would be a good idea.
Item 10: Cllr Drury suggested we work with the small shops as they are not exempt from using plastic bags and Cllr C Morgan said to stop them using them we could do a promotion with jute bags.  




Proposed: Cllr N Penny 

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan  

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
73. To agree to the recommendations of the Amenities Committee

Cllr Penny reported on the meeting. 
Cllr Drury suggested that we engage with Tesco re the installation of a community information point. 

It was proposed that the recommendations be taken en masse.



Proposed: Cllr J Morgan 

Seconded:
Cllr C Morgan  



On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
74. To agree the recommendations of the Finance and Office Committee
Item 5:  The Clerk explained the Budget Figures. 

Item 7: Cllr C Elsmore visited Bromyard a similar size town with similar problems.  On the 9 October 14 the visit is to Farringdon and any Councillors are able to go. The sharing ideas is a good way to make great opportunities.
Item 8: The Clerk has contacted the Auditors with regard to the queries that were raised to ask how things can be changed.  Standing Orders are being updated to include the new financial regulations.

It was proposed that the recommendations be taken en masse




Proposed: Cllr N Holloway 
Seconded:
Cllr C Morgan  

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously
75. To note the decisions of the Planning Committee. 

The minutes of the Planning Committee of 24 June, 8 July and 15 July were noted.  Cllr C Elsmore said that he would like the Council to make a response to the consultation currently underway by GCC re The Minerals Plan.

76.  To note the decisions of the Highways Committee 
The minutes of the Highways Committee were noted.

77. To note the minutes of and hear report from the NDP Steering Group.

Cllr Baird reported on the meeting and said that more people were required to engage with the Character & Site Assessment task. Cllr McMahon said he would be pleased to help. 
78. To note the Clerks report  (for information only)
The Clerks report was noted.
79. To Note reports from members (for information only)
The Deputy Mayor has been helping Monmouth to stage their first Busking Festival (which they have started due to Coleford’s Festival) and Cllr Penny had also taken a call from a Cambridge organisation asking for advice regarding their busking event.  The Deputy Mayor attended the Yvonne Walkerdine Bursary Concert and was impressed with the array of classical talent on display.
Cllr N Penny - The Deputy Mayor attended
1 July

Coleford Festival of Words One Minute Film Festival
5 July

Yvonne Walkerdine bursary concert 

17 July

Aldi Consultation  

19 July

Opening of WW1 exhibition with Cllr McMahon

26/27 July
Monmouth Busking Festival
Cllr Kay – The Mayor 

1 
July

Coleford Festival of Words One Minute Film Festival

3 
July

CSP CCTV Meeting 

5   July

Chirstchurch WW1 Opening Event

6
July

Monmouth Civic Service

9
July

CSP Meeting 

11 July

Setting up WW1 Exhibition

12
July

Setting up WW1 Exhibition

Cllr Atherley 

27 June 

St Johns Flag Day Monmouth
12/13 July
Newland Church Flowers

17 July 

Aldi Consultation
20 July 

Diocese pilgrimage Newland
Cllr Baird

1
July

Lakers Celebration Evening

5
July

Christchurch WW1 Opening Event 

16 July 

NDP Workshop 

17
July

WW1 setting up and preparing the exhibition

19 July

Opening of WW1 Exhibition

28

July

NDP Character Assessment

Cllr S Cox 

2 
July

Citizens Advice Meeting

4
July

Sang at Festival of Words event 
7
July

Stowfield Quarry Exhibition 
17 July

Aldi Consultation
26 July 

Manning WW1 Exhibition

Cllr Drury 

July

Festival of Words.

Three care homes in the local area now have the regular input of the singing group.





Cllr Barid thanked Cllr Drury for all the work he put into the Festival of 




Words. 

Cllr C Elsmore 

30

June

Coleford Area Partnership

1

July

Area Health FoDDC Presentation on Fitness

4

July

Patient Participation Group Doctors Surgery Partnership

7
 July

Mineral Plan

7 

July

Bromyard re GMTF

21 July

GCC Highway Presentation

19

July

Opening of WW1 Exhibition

22/23 July
Manning WW1 Exhibition

28

July

NDP Character Assessment

Cllr E Elsmore

1

July

Area Health FoDDC Presentation on Fitness – The presentation was 

on the provision of fitness training by prescription.  This is one of the first things commissioned by the new GP Commissioners.

4

July

Patient Participation Group Doctors Surgery Partnership – 


Patient Participation Group is one of the new requirements of the Government for the NHS restructure.

7
 July

GCC Minerals Plan – The exposition of the extension of the quarries 





What is proposed could have a devastating effect upon the southern 





approach to Coleford and the loss of agricultural land to arboreal 





areas.  

7 

July

Bromyard Re GMTF

21 July

Highway Presentation

19

July

Opening of WW1 Exhibition

22/23 July
Manning WW1 Exhibition


The Highways presentation set out the deal achieved between GCC and Amey.  Now only the basics will be provide for dangerous potholes and maintenance.  There is no provision for new roads or traffic lights.  The new innovation is when a team is working in your area if you let them know of any additional problems repairs will be done at the same time. Local provisions will be made for ice and snow conditions.
Cllr Holloway

8 
July

Pre Appraisal Meeting

17 July

Aldi Consultation  

Cllr C Morgan

Met with Mr Billy Gilliam re the memorabilia for the exhibition.

She also spent time in July setting up and preparing the exhibition, and designing a guidebook.

19

July 

WW1 Exhibition Opening

Cllr J Morgan 

17 July
 
Aldi Consultation

19 July

WW1 Opening

24 July

WW1 Exhibition

Cllr Prosser

11

July

Dean Forest Voice meeting at Speech House

17

July

Aldi Consultation 
District Councillor Cllr C Elsmore attended:

3
July

Local Transport Plan

15

July

Paul Jones re Car park

17

July

Full Council 

24

July

Overview and Scrutiny Committee
28 July 

Performance and Value for Money Meeting 
The discussion points at the FoDDC Full Council were forestry car parking fees for local people. And at the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Meeting was the Community Emergency Plan.

80. The correspondence was noted 

IN COMMITTEE
81. To agree to the recommendations of the Finance & Office Committee

Item 9 – it was agreed that every opportunity including closing the office on a regular basis should be allowed to enable the Assistant Clerk to complete her training in as short a time as possible. The relating recommendations stood 
Cllr Penny reported the Clerks appraisal will take place 6 August 14 




Proposed: Cllr J Morgan 

Seconded:
Cllr Atherley  

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously
82.  To agree to the recommendations of Amenities Committee 
It was proposed that the recommendations be accepted. 



Proposed: Cllr J Morgan

Seconded:
Cllr Atherley

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously

The meeting closed at 8.50pm
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